By FRANCIS C.WEBB, M.D., F.S.A. [Read before the Society on Monday, July Gtli, 1857.] Amongst the successes which have crowned efforts made in the cause of sanitary reform, few are more worthy of remark than the change which has been effected in the physical condition of prisoners and its consequent effect,?the diminution of fever amongst the population of Great Britain. Up to the commencement of the nineteenth century, fever was not only common in gaols, but it had come to be considered their peculiar product, their indigenous and appropriate growth. As might be supposed, the mischief was not confined to its source, and "gaol distemper," as it was called, was a frequent cause of mortality in our towns and cities. The history of prison fever forms a remarkable page in a retrospect of the physical condition of our countrymen, and its cessation may be considered as one of the noblest triumphs achieved by practical philanthropy. Space will not permit me to review minutely that condition of prisons and their inmates which obtained until the present century was considerably advanced. For information on this subject I can do no more than refer to the writings of Howard, Neild, and Buxton. The appreciable causes which favoured the dissemination of contagious fever in gaols are well known; they were the crowding of human beings in small cells and subterraneous dungeons, the withdrawal of air and water, the want of nourishment and exercise, of clothing and bedding, the filth consequent on the absence of sewerage and necessaries, a sanguinary and ill regulated penal code, and, as the result of all, mental depression which must have amounted, in most instances, to despair.
The following historical notices are offered as a contribution towards a more complete history of the subject. As 
